
OURAY ICE FESTIVAL OPEN COMP RULES

LOGISTICS

1. Check-in.  You must check in near the upper bridge before rapping in on the fixed line 
provided.  

a. Check-in time is 15 minutes before your starting time.
b. You will rap in 5 minutes before your start time.

2. Time.  You are allowed 15 minutes to complete the route.
a. Time will start when called by the judges, whether or not you have begun to climb.
b. If  you  are  still  on  the  route  at  15  minutes,  your  high  point  will  be  the  highest 

controlled hold reached at that time.  After 15 minutes, you will be called off the 
route and lowered to the bottom.

3. Climbout.  If you do not complete the route, you must climb out on the top rope provided. 

RULES/JUDGING

1. Judging Criterion.  Place will be determined based solely upon the highest controlled point 
reached.  Competitors reaching the same high point will receive the same place.

2. Tools.  Only leashless tools may be used.  Tools will be checked at the bottom of the route 
and must drop from an open hand.  No heel spurs are allowed.

3. Clips.   You must  clip  every  fixed  protection  point  on  the  route.   You must  clip  each 
protection point before the lowest part of your body has moved above the lowest carabiner of 
the quickdraw.  In the case of a traverse or roof section of the route, you must clip before 
your body has moved beyond an unclipped carabiner/quickdraw in the line of the route as 
determined by the judges.  The only thing that may be supported by in-situ gear is the rope; 
no tools or crampons may be placed in gear for any reason, at any time. You may not weight  
tools with anything other than your hands or arms.  You may not hook your feet, legs, or any 
other appendages on your tools.  Any violation of this rule will result in disqualification.

4. Boundaries.  The route may contain a boundary line; placing a tool or foot across that line, if  
any, will result in disqualification.

5. Previewing.  You may view the route from the viewing stands only, but may not use viewing 
aids (binoculars, viewing scopes, etc.) to do so.  You may not preview the route from the 
bottom of the gorge; you may not watch other climbers until after you have finished your 
climb; you may not deliberately preview the route while rappelling into the gorge before your 
attempt; you may not climb routes near or adjacent to the competition route in order to 
preview the comp route.  Violating this rule will result in disqualification.

6. Broken Holds.  Upon a determination of the judges that a competitor’s attempt has been 
affected materially  by  a  broken  hold,  the  competitor  may  obtain  another  attempt.   Any 
request  for  another  attempt  because  of  a  broken  hold shall  be made immediately  to  the 
judges, and no competitor will be allowed another attempt if he or she has watched any 
subsequent competitor on the route.  The total time posted for any competitor who obtains a 
second attempt will be the time taken to reach the high point on the first attempt plus the 
additional time spent on the route.  In other words, the clock will restart once the competitor 
reaches the previous high point.

7. Appeals.  The competition will be videotaped.  Results will be posted no later than 6:00 
      p.m., on the day of the Comp.  Competitors may appeal the final results no later than 
      10 a.m., the following day, by filing a written appeal stating all grounds for the 
      appeal with OIPI BOD President Bill Whitt, and posting a $100 cash bond. If the appeal 
      is successful, the $100 will be returned; if the appeal is not successful, the $100 will be 
      forfeited.  The decision of the appeals judges shall be final and not subject to further 
      appeal.
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